It has been well established that the short term decreases of galactic cosmic ray (GCR) isotropic intensity (or GCR density) at the Earth, called 'Forbush decreases ' (Fds), are mostly caused by the interplanetary shocks passing the Earth. The GCR spatial distribution which reflects the magnetic structure and geometry of the shock causing Fd can be deduced from the observation of three dimensional GCR anisotropy associated with Fds, because the first order anisotropy arises from the diffusion and drift of GCRs which are proportional to the spatial gradient of GCR density in the Fd.
